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Course Overview: This course is designed to introduce many of the key principles and ideas of criminal law, procedure and 
justice. Criminal law focuses on defining crime itself. Criminal procedure involves the steps taken and decisions made in the 
investigation, accusation, trial, verdict, and sentencing of a criminal defendant. Criminal justice examines how judges and courts 
struggle to protect individual rights while determining guilt or innocence. Students will become familiar with the structures of the 
federal and state court systems, the effect and scope of their decisions, and the precedents they set for future cases. A major area of 
study will involve an investigation of our Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Amendment rights as well as Connecticut penal codes. 
 
Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies: The successful student will develop an appreciation of the role that 
the law, courts, and law enforcement in people’s lives. Collaboration, critical analysis, consistency and good study habits will 
enhance student success. 
 
Materials and Resources to Support Student Learning: There will be a multitude of resources used in this class including 
readings, application activities, simulations, visual graphics and video clips. 
 
Evidence of Student Learning:  

 Homework: Homework is provided to prepare students for new learning, allow them opportunities to practice what they 
have learned, and to extend their learning by providing them with learning tasks that will foster a deeper understanding of 
the subject.  Some examples of homework may include application activities, independent reading assignments and other 
tasks as assigned by the teacher. Homework will count 10% of the total grade. 

 Performance Tasks: Performance tasks are provided to ensure that students can actively demonstrate their learning.  
Some examples of performance tasks may include a research paper, persuasive essay, evidence of literacy skills, class 
assignments and other performance tasks as assigned by teacher. Performance tasks will count 30% of the total grade.  

 Tests and Quizzes: Quizzes are given periodically to check for student understanding of social studies skills and content.  
They may be used to determine areas of student strengths and weaknesses so that corrective whole class or individual 
instruction may be given prior to the unit test. Tests are usually given at the conclusion of a unit of study to determine 
student learning of content and skills necessary for mastery of the unit’s essential questions and major understandings.  
Tests and quizzes will count 60% of the total grade. 
 

 

Law and Criminal Justice 
 

Student:  I have read this document and understand the expectations for this course. 
 

______________________________________________________ __________________ 
                Student’s Signature       Date 
 

 
Parent/Guardian:  My daughter/son has shared the course expectations with me. 

 
______________________________________________________ __________________ 

                Parent Signature       Date 

Please return to Ms. Simcik as soon as possible 
 


